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In November, voters will again go to the polls for an important midterm election vote.  

The voting public has the opportunity to make big changes in the political process 

every two years, and 2018 will be no exception.

Since Senators have six-year terms, one-third of the seats go before the voters every 

two years.  Because two Senators have resigned and their replacements must now 

win elections, 35 Senate seats are in-cycle this year.  In the House, all 435 districts host elections, as is 

the case every two years.  A total of 36 of the nation’s 50 Governors will also face elections this year.  All 

states but New Hampshire and Vermont award their Governors four-year terms (NH and VT give two-year 

terms) and one, Virginia, allows only a single four-year term.  

Before November, each state conducts a party nomination process, two of which are already completed.  

Primary elections occur from March (TX and IL have already voted) through mid-September, with the 

preponderance coming in May and June.  While turnout in the midterm elections is always lower than the 

number of voters who participate in the presidential election, interest this year appears high so we may 

see an increase in normal voting patterns.

SENATE
Though Democrats need only convert two Republican seats to overturn the 51-49 GOP 

majority, netting a pair of victories may be hard to achieve.  With new special elections 

placed on the ballot to fill the balance of terms in Minnesota and Mississippi for Senators 

who resigned mid-term, Democrats find themselves forced to defend 26 seats this year, 

while Republicans must secure only nine.  

The GOP is most at risk in Nevada and Arizona where Sen. Dean Heller (R-NV) defends his toss-up seat, 

and Sen. Jeff Flake (R-AZ) departing means the two parties will fight over a competitive open seat.  

These two races may well be the most important in the nation.  Democrats must sweep the pair to have 

any chance of gaining the majority.

Furthermore, the Dems must defend several of their own incumbents in toss-up campaigns such as 

races involving Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill, Indiana’s Joe Donnelly, and the budding Florida campaign 

likely between Sen. Bill Nelson and GOP Gov. Rick Scott.
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HOUSE
Turning to the House, analyzing the country from a regional perspective gives us a 

better picture of what the Democrats actually face in attempting to convert the net 24 

seats required to claim even a one-seat edge in the next House of Representatives.

Even if we accept the Dems’ arguments that the precursors for a wave election are in fact forming, the 

road to converting the House majority remains difficult to master.

The party received a major break in Pennsylvania where a new court-imposed redistricting plan gives the 

Democrats a chance of gaining possibly five seats in that state alone. 

Yet, even if they meet their goals in the Keystone State and add three more from neighboring 

northeastern states, they still must convert seats in places like Florida, Virginia, Texas, Kansas, Iowa, 

Michigan, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and Washington, and then take five of seven targeted districts 

in California.  On top of all this, they must protect six of their own vulnerable seats in Nevada, Minnesota, 

Pennsylvania, and New Hampshire, meaning their real number to attaining the barest of majorities from 

within the most hotly contested campaigns is actually 30…and, that assumes they re-elect all 178 of their 

incumbents who are seeking re-election.  

GOVERNORS
The state chief executives, because of their importance in the coming 2021 post-

census redistricting process, also feature critical campaigns for the 2018 elections.  In 

most cases, the Governors elected this year will hold the veto pen for the next redistricting session.  

Here, it’s the Republicans who must defend 26 incumbents seeking re-election or critical open states 

such as Florida, Ohio, and Michigan where term-limited state chief executives are ineligible to seek 

another term.  Democrats have nine defense states in addition to Alaska Independent Gov. Bill Walker 

who hopes again to be the de facto Democratic candidate. 


